Prayer for Revival
Part 3 

No Revival Without Cutting the Altars of Idols
“1 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lorddelivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds. 3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they came up against them; 4 And they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 5 For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number: and they entered into the land to destroy it. 6 And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord. 7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites, 8 That the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage; 9 And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave them out from before you, and gave you their land; 10 And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice. 11 And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 14 And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? 15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 16 And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. 17 And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me. 18 Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. 19 And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it. 20 And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight. 22 And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God! for because I have seen an angel of the Lord face to face. 23 And the Lord said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die. 24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord, and called it Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 25 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him, Take thy father's young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the grove that is by it: 26 And build an altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut down. 27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the Lord had said unto him: and so it was, because he feared his father's household, and the men of the city, that he could not do it by day, that he did it by night. 28 And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built. 29 And they said one to another, Who hath done this thing? And when they enquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing. 30 Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may die: because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the grove that was by it. 31 And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath cast down his altar. 32 Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he hath thrown down his altar. 33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 34 But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered after him.” (Judges 6:1-34 KJV)
“1 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.” (Judges 6:1 KJV) When God’s people do evil, the Lord will allow them to be subject to oppression and God will allow other strong and evil forces to control them. 
“2 And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds.” (Judges 6:2 KJV) The oppression power of the enemy was so severe that the Israelites needed to hide in caves and in dens to avoid the attacks of the enemy. When we sin against God, He will make us afraid and fly away before our enemies.   

 “3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they came up against them.” (Judges 6:3 KJV) So the Midianites were watching the Israelites if they are sowing any field then they will come to take the harvest. That will be the way that God would treat His people who disappointed Him by their going in their wrong ways. When we go against God, then the Lord would allow the enemy to closely follow us up, and will destroy the increase that we have in our daily hard work. “4 And they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.” (Judges 6:4 KJV) The Midianites were taking everything from the Israelites until they left them without sustenance. That same will happen to us when we do wrong things against God; He will allow the enemy to take every thing from us even the essential things, till we are left without anything.

“5 For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number: and they entered into the land to destroy it.” (Judges 6:5 KJV) The Midianites came with confidence and with assurance; they came with huge army and equipments to conquer and enslave the land and cause havoc by taking all the harvest from the land. The Israelites lost all their resources because the Midianites had taken everything from them. The Israelites really became poor by their enemies, “6 And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord.” (Judges 6:6 KJV) When our sins and backsliding is perpetual then the Lord will caused us to be falling into poverty. And when we reach into that condition then we will start to cry to God because of the severe suffering that we are passing through. 
“7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites, 8 That the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage; 9 And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave them out from before you, and gave you their land; 10 And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice.” (Judges 6:7-10 KJV) When the Israelites cried to God because of their severe suffering God sent them a prophet to teach them God’s Word and to let them know why this had taken place. When people sin against God, then revival will start when God will send pastors, teachers, and prophets to teach the Word of God and educate the people why all these adverse condition had taken place. The prophet told that God had delivered them from the hands of the Egyptians who were oppressing them, and drove the people of the land before them and gave them their land. But the people of God went back to serve and follow in their living the style of idol worship. God told them not to fear the false gods of the Amorites, but they did not obey and they did not listen to the voice of God. That is why God allowed them to be enslaved by the Midianites. 
In respond to the teaching of God’s Word there will be awareness to the destructive power of sin and what had caused in their lives and that might be a good reason for the people of God to think to repent and come back to God. When there will be repentance then God will also move to help the people and work out for their deliverance.  

“11 And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.” (Judges 6:11 KJV) God here came to the oak in Ophrah that belongs to Joash to meet his son Gideon, who was threshing the wheat in a secret way because he was afraid of the Midianites of coming and taking what he is preparing of wheat. God came to call this man, Gideon, to bring deliverance to the life of His people. In the same way, God is calling you today to bring revival for His people.
“12 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” (Judges 6:12 KJV) When the Scripture speaks about the angel of the Lord means the appearing and the visitation of the Lord Himself to that particular person.  The greetings of the Lord to Gideon were so encouraging for He told him, “The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” (Judges 6:12 KJV)  The Lord is with you, O man of courage. Gideon should be happy to hear that. Me and you will also be happy to hear that. But let us see the answer of Gideon toward this greetings: “13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” (Judges 6:13 KJV) Gideon was honest with God and he asked him two questions:

1. If the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? 
2. Where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?
Now many people they will encourage each other by saying the Lord is with you and they will answer Amen. But they are dishonest. When they have many troubles that were caused by their sins, then the Lord is not with them as He allow their enemies to oppress them, and when He no more doing miracles and wonders in their lives as we read in the Bible, then the Lord is not with them. 

Troubles and calamities that is coming upon the Christians due to their sins, worldliness and backsliding are sings of God’s displeasure against them, and they should take that seriously and proceed to repent. Gideon was honest when he said that God was not with him. He said that because even when he was preparing his own food, the wheat that he want to cook, he was hiding it from the Midianites in order not to be taken from him. People’s idols are the main reason of oppression, poverty and lack of the blessing of God in their lives. Now there are many sources of danger to take our resources of living by various enemies; when our resources are taken by our enemies, these are the evidences of God’s displeasure toward us, and the need for us is for urgent repentance. 

The Lord did not answer the questions of Gideon, because he was waiting for Gideon to show his real repentance as we will see later on. We are aware the great victory that God made for the Israelites through the life of Gideon, and we will know how Gideon interacted with God to lead such great revival that the Scriptures inform us in Judges 6-8.

Truly the Lord confirmed to Gideon that He is sending him to deliver the Israelites from the hand of the Midianites, “14 And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?” (Judges 6:14 KJV) Gideon was still astonished to what God had called him to do. He questioned God how he can do all that and he is from the poor and small families in Israel, “15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.” (Judges 6:15 KJV) The third question that Gideon asked God is this: 
3. Wherewith shall I save Israel? 
The Lord assured Gideon of what he is going to do through his life, “16 And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.” (Judges 6:16 KJV) God what He needs from us is the willingness to repent and to do what God wants from us and He will be the one to achieve the victory for us. 
“17 And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me. 18 Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.” (Judges 6:17-18 KJV) Gideon showed his devotion and faithfulness to the Lord and asked Him to accept his gift. Beautiful things to have such moment of interaction with God in our daily trials and lives events; we ought to enjoy the privileges of having The Holy Spirit in our daily lives, the privileges of prayers and the priviledges of having fellowship with God. 
“19 And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it. 20 And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight.” (Judges 6:19-21 KJV) The Lord accepted what Gideon offered to him and there was a wonderful time of worship between Gideon toward the Lord, and the Lord showed signs and wonders to Gideon during the time of worship when He extended His staff and lighted the flesh and the unleavened cakes. That could be the answer of God to one of Gideon questions, “Where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?”
That worship imparted to Gideon further the fear of God, “22 And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God! for because I have seen an angel of the Lord face to face.” (Judges 6:22 KJV) But the Lord assured Gideon and granted him peace, “23 And the Lord said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.” (Judges 6:23 KJV) and Gideon in the same place built an altar to the Lord, and called it Jehovah shalom, which means God is peace. “24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord, and called it Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.” (Judges 6:23 KJV) Up to this stage in God’s calling where God is calling us for revival and deliverance from bondages and we are responding to Him in prayers, singing, having his peace, seeing His wonder and offering Him our gifts our tithes, our offerings and our first fruits; that are good things to do, but that alone will not bring the revival that God would expect to see from us. 

Let us read now what had taken place later on and what God asked Gideon to do so we will understand how revival will take place in our lives. 
“25 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him, Take thy father's young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the grove that is by it: 26 And build an altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut down.” (Judges 6:25-26 KJV) God here tested the faith and the obedience of Gideon by asking him to throw down the altar of Baal that his father hath. Gideon was living in his father’s house and was working in his father thrashing floor. Now God is asking him to go and rebel against the faith of his father. This is one of the hard requests that God would ask man to do. And this could be the answer of God to the first question of Gideon, “If the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us?” All that evil took place in the life of the Israelites because of Baal worship. The word Baal means husband. The people left God, their husband, and went whoring after other men, and that is why He handed them over to their enemies. Even today people had left Jesus, the savior of the world, and went after worldly and evil practices that are not consistent with God’s Word. People today they left Jesus and went after their idols, the facebook, the U tubes, spending time and spending money on expensive things, in hotels and restaurants, in trips and journey that are not inspired by the Holy Spirit. The people of God now a day they left Jesus and His Word and went celebrating birthdays, Valentines, Halloween, and the rest of the world days, and these are the reasons that takes God’s blessings. 
God requested Gideon to build a new altar in the same place and offer the second bullock of his father as burnt offering on the same place, “upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place”, using the wood from the grove that he will cut down, “And build an altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut down.” (Judges 6:26 KJV) So God would not accept any burnt offering from Gideon unless he breaks the altar of his father and cut the grove and uses its wood to light the burning offering. Groves are beautiful garden that the heathen plant around their altars to beautify them to make them attracted to the people, so people will come. Christians now doing the same, beautifying their places of worship not with the sound teaching of God’s Word, but with activities, functions, banquets, dancelike music, naked dress, girls, etc, just to attract the crowd to come and join this kind of evil movement.  
God put Gideon infront of cross road, and made him chose either deliverance or continue to be under the bondage and the slavery of the Midianites. Gideon took the right decision; he listened to the voice of God and obeyed Him. He went ahead and did what God had asked him to do: “27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the Lord had said unto him: and so it was, because he feared his father's household, and the men of the city, that he could not do it by day, that he did it by night.” (Gideon 6:27 KJV) Although he was afraid but he did it well and overcome. He did what God wanted him to do. Everyone should obey what God is asking him to do. Don’t focus on what will be the result, but focus on what God is asking you to do. 
When the people woke up Gideon had already finished the task God asked him to do, “28 And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built.” (Gideon 6:28 KJV) Do your part well. Revival will not take unless idols are thrown down. 
Do your part well. Revival will not take unless idols of your fathers and forefathers are thrown down. 
Do your part well. Revival will not take unless idols of this world that penetrated the church are thrown down. 
The people finally came to know who did all that; Gideon the son of Joash did that, “29 And they said one to another, Who hath done this thing? And when they enquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing.” (Gideon 6:29 KJV) Upon knowing that they went to his father to revenge, “30 Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may die: because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the grove that was by it.” (Gideon 6:30 KJV) What was expected that his father will be against him, but God did a miracle and changed the heart and mind of his father. “31 And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath cast down his altar.” (Gideon 6:31 KJV) His father realized with what his son did, that Baal is not true god otherwise he would not allow such thing to happen to him. That was the way that God changed the mind of the father of Gideon. If Gideon would not obey God, his father would not be changed. Many people go into imagination about the results of what God is asking them to do. You need to do your part and God will do His part. If the people will not respond to what God had asked you to do, you still need to trust God and do your part. God is finally is the One to convince the people around you to repent and to know and follow the truth.  

Upon what had happened, his father changed the name of Gideon to Jerubbaal, “32 Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he hath thrown down his altar.” (Judges 6:32 KJV) The meaning of Gideon is hewer, which mean cut, chop, or cleave. And what what Gideon did, he chup the grove and the altar of  Baal of his father. You too needs to do the same. The meaning of Jerubbal is the one who contend with Baal. We need to learn and be willing to fight against the setup of idol worship in the tradition and the culture of our fathers and in the culture and the tradition of the world around us. 

Many they don’t fear God, but they fear idols and traditional setups, and fail to obey God and that is why you see bondages continue and things become worse. But let us follow the example of Gideon and fear God and not people, and let us see how God will change the heart and the mind of the people and gives us favor and victory as we make it a point to obey Him and do His will. With that test Gideon became an eligible instrument of revival in the hand of God. 

God after what taken place and after Gideon responded, He allowed the enemy to be gathered, but His Spirit came upon Gideon and that was the spark of victory, “33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 34 But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered after him.” (Judges 6:33-34 KJV) Today we need The Holy Spirit to fill us and go before us to fight our enemies. This to take place, for the the Holy Spirit to fill us, we need to obey God’s commands and do His will. The Holy Spirit is the answer of God to the question of Gideon: Wherewith shall I save Israel? Even today The Holy Spirit is the one who leads revival, and the answer for our questions, the Holy Spirit is the explanations for our doubts, the Holy Spirit is the strength for our weaknesses and the Holy Spirit is the answer for our needs today. 
Jesus today is our husband and He says to us the following: “34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:34-37 KJV) Jesus said, I came not to send peace; when we obey Him there is peace, but when there is sin Jesus will not grant us peace but sword till the sin and idol worship is dealt with. Jesus wants us to love Him more than all those who are near to us, whoever they are, father, mother, son or daughter, wife, brothers or sisters. We will not be worthy of Him if we will not abide in Him.    
My dear and beloved: Now we can understand how revival starts, only upon our repentance and upon our willingness to stand against the idol worship and all the traditional setup of our parents and the world around us, that is against God’s Word. Let us take the example and the story of Gideon to go on to remove idols in our lives and in the lives of our families and homes, and the world around us before we should expect the true deliverance that we are expecting from the Lord. Jesus said, “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26 KJV) When we love Jesus more than those and even more than ourselves, then we become the true disciples of Jesus. When we hate those all based on our love to God’s Word, then we are just starting to love them and ourselves with the true love of God.   
Let us now start to understand things based on God’s Word. Let us now not allow our emotions, family and friendship bonds hinder us from smashing idols and removing them. 

Let us not fear man, but let us fear God who would give us the Holy Spirit as He promosed to give to those who obey Him, “And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.” (Acts 5:32 KJV)  
My prayer: Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins to give me eternal life. Lord thank you for your Word that makes things clear to me and makes me understand your will and your ways in my life.
Lord I repent from the sins of _____________________________________. 

Let us repent from our sins. 

Now repent from all the idolatrous practices that you inherited from your parents, from your father household, and from the practices of the world.

Lord I commit myself to apply the principles that I learned from this message. Lord I commit myself to demolish whatever setup of idol worship that had introduced into your church from my parents, my household and from the world. 
Lord empowers me with boldness and wisdom to go on and implement your Word in a precise way that you want me to do so that your name will be glorified. 
Lord I repent of the fear of man. Now I trust in you that when I do your will then you will be the one to change the heart and the mind of the men around me, and you will grant me favor from you and from men.  
Lord fills me with your Holy Spirit to go and do the work of yours and achieve your purpose in my life and in the life of the people around me. 

Lord I pray for my brothers and Sisters who had committed their lives to the principles of your Word and to go to do what you had asked them to do, Lord protects them and provides for them all their needs. Lord fills them with your Holy Spirit so they will go to do the task needed. 

Lord breaks bondages and frees us from all kinds of pressure that the enemy is trying to implement on us. Lord fights the battle for your church and combat all the evil forces that hell release to hinder us from serving you and reaching the lost. We come against them all and we rebuke them and cast them out in the name of Jesus.

Lord bless your church, Lord uses my Brothers and my Sisters who committed their lives to bring revival, and to evangelize and to reach new people with the gospel of Jesus. Lord leads us and helps us to plant new Bible studies and new congregations for the church. Lord protects our church and provides all the needs for the church to spread. Lord bless us, enlarge our territory, let your hand be with us, and free us from harm so we will not feel pain. May the grace of the Lord Jesus and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all in Jesus name, Amen. 
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